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and services, Hadaf” is the first clinic for curing cults
in the north of the country and is trying to offer psycho-
logical services and theological consulting and to free
people from deviant courses of the cults and to provide
another opportunity for analyzing and finding identity
once again for them in order for them to find the bor-
der between right and wrong and to refind their captured
identities away from impositions and disciple and desire
frameworks.

The anti-cult center, Hadaf writes in its aims concerning
the aims and motives of the foundation of this cults as an
important scourge for the future of the country which are
needed to searched again and investigated deeply and
extensively. It is essential for the cultural foundations
and characters to make it clear scientifically using statis-
tical methods. Cult and cultism will lead to weakening
society in each community and group including financial
and economic damages, deviating elites and weakening
the foundation of family.

The domination of emotional culture and the weakness
of rationality and also the breakdown of social values
in the society are two important elements in tending to-
wards cults. The first one is being created due to weak-
ness in education and intellectual training and the second
one is due to incorrect use off medium, art, sport and
offering undesirable attractive patterns in these arenas.
The increase in answering power of the religious and
cultural administrators to people’s needs is one of the
ways to prevent people’s tendencies towards deviant
cults.

The anti-cult association is trying to introduce cults and
false Gnosticism using seasoned experts and masters in
theological and psychological fields and is investigating
the damages of deviative thoughts.

Fortunately; in this field, this association is offering free
consultation in the first cult healing clinic. This people
founded center is trying to achieve its goals better by
planning and exploiting other centers’ knowledge. The
periodical “Rohsana” has gone to this cult healing center
to make addresses familiar with this center, its aims, ac-
tivities, apprehensions, hopes and achievements.
Roshana is appreciating the people in charge of this clin-

ic in advance and wishes success for them.

*footnotes:
1.Steven Hassan, breaking off the bands, translated by Ibrahim Khodaban-

deh, Tehran, Jam-e-Jam press and cultural institute, introduction.
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One of the important aspects in the cult and cultism do-

main is helping the victims and those who are afflicted
by the cults to be free from the material and spiritual
traps of the spider of cults. Those who are afflicted by
this trap and illness aren’t able to analyze good from
bad due to losing their previous identity and character.
Consequently, a hand from outside of the cult can open
the horizon and draw a world beyond the one imagined
by the cults. For this reason; today, the issue of consult-
ing and helping the cult victims is of the most impor-
tant one on the top of cultism studies and pathology. In
most countries, there are people-founded centers or the
governmental one are serving and helping cult afflicted
people.

The services of these specialized centers have possessed
multi dimensions including from psychological consul-
tations to saving operations. It must be paid attention
that the cult is a mental series of the mental damages.
The principles and mechanism of a sectarian thought are
suffering from some kinds of mental damages imposed
to cult members subsequently. Sometimes, cults are a
kind of social answer to a mental need. So, they have
several consequences which take them away the men-
tal powers particularly the analysis and decision making
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powers. So, the process of making aware and helping the
cult members are bond with the consulting and psychol-
ogy knowledge and then focusing on rebuilding theolog-
ical affairs and faith beliefs destroyed by the cults.
“Steven Hassan”, the prominent specialist of the cults
and the helper of those who are afflicted by the cults in
America writes: “I was afflicted by one of the groups re-
lated to the destructive cult of mind control called unity
church called Monism by mistake and was under their
powerful methods of mental influence. However, I was
lucky to be saved by the ex-members employed by my
family using the program of deprogramming.

Since that time, 1976 A.D. till now, I am trying in full
time to help others. I have become a professional psy-
choanalyst and published three books in this regard. I
have also founded a method influencing the victim ethi-
cally inviting him/her to think for him/herself and decide
independently and control the facts .”

Nowadays, there are many centers and clinics in vari-
ous parts of the world which are busy being active in
this field and help people control themselves. Fortunate-
ly, this important issue is practical in our country and
a center has been established in Gilan province to help
cult victim. “The center for psychological consultation



The following is the examining one of the critical works
of Mr. MacEion which has been translated into Persian
language by Mrs. Leila Chaman Khah. In this book,
three writings written by Dennis MacEion have been
translated entitled: “Dennis MacEion’s letter concerning
the Baha’i creed dated 1979 A.D.”, “Branches and lead-
ership claims in Baism (1850-1866 A.D.)” and “Crisis
in Babi and Baha’i studies”. Of course, some notes have
been added by the translator.

The first letter (material) has been written by the author
when he was §till hopeful with the influence of mention-
ing. What can be acquired by the letter is the Baha’is
treatments, the activities and the method of confronting
with the teaching of “non-interference in politics”... He
honestly presented some

of the Baha’i activities fii
which are merely pros-

elytizing and has shown

that how the teaching of

the lack of interference in

policy is in contradiction

with the aims posed by

the Baha’i creed concern-

ing the Baha’i university
government. In this stage,

he hopes to be able to

reform the community

of the Baha’is.”®

With regard to the impor-

tance of Ali Muhammad

Shirazi’s succession (the

head of Babism) to prove

-

going to present a brief narration of the events happened
after Bab’s death in the article entitled “The leadership
branches and claims in Babism” a bit after his turning

Baha’ism for the followers
of the cult, the author was

against Baha’ism. He was also going to analyze the is-
sues related to succession in this cult criticizingly... In
this article, the author is studying a short-termed period
of time of the history of forming Baha’ism that is power
war and challenging over Babi community leadership
after Bab’s death. ”®

It is interesting to be noted that he hasn’t suffice mention-
ing the historical narrations and eventually the article is
analyzing and investigating the validity of the statements
remained in this regard. It should be noted that although
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this article is investigating the issue of Ali Muhammad
Shirazi’s succession, but it doesn’t mean it is going to
confirm his claiming for prophethood. It is going as a
scientific and merely historical article to reveal the fact
and events which have been happened not the veracity of
surrounding claims.®

The third article of this book has been written to oppose
the Baha’i international study atmosphere; particularly
to oppose Juan Cole. Of course, Mr. Cole turned against
Baha’ism community later on and became one of the fa-
mous critics of the universal house of justice. In this arti-
cle, the author shows a very important crisis in Baha’ism;
that is, non-scientific approach of Baha’ism confronting
historical-scientific criticisms. Meanwhile, the article
suggests the organization
whether to reform its ap-
proach or not to have any
claim for being scientific.
As one can see the atmos-
phere of the Baha’ism
studies and the limiting
approach of the main
center of the Baha’i or-
ganization in the freedom
of expression; particularly
in the area of free access
to information in the field
of the beliefs of Babism
and Baha’ism history, the
study of MacEion’s works
and criticisms is impor-
tant because it shows that
a person who has been
Baha’i for years and has
spent a significant period of his struggled so much in
line with the goals of this organization, is criticizing Ba-
ha’ism when he gains more information in the field of it!

*footnotes:

1. Farnagh, Hamid, Baha’ism in Denis MacEion’s researches, Tehran:
Gooy publishing house, 1400, p. 14.

2. Ibid, pp. 16 & 17.

3. MacEion, Dennis, branches and claims of the leadership in Ba-
ha’ism, translated by Leila Chaman Khah, Tehran: The contemporary
look, 1392 S.H., p. 6.

4.Tbid, p. 7.

5. Ibid.



Denis MacEion has written various articles about his
scientific discoveries containing interesting notes.

In the following sentences, various notes can be figured
out about the method of creating attraction for unaware
non-Baha’i to clarifying their basic nature:

“... Basically, one of the cases that caused me to be at-
tracted to Baha’ism were being modern, paying atten-
tion to the contemporary issues and the claim for pass-
ing previous religions by Baha’ism and for offering new
dimensions of belief and action. However; now when
I observe it with an open eye, I see it as a creed being
managed by really traditional and conservative men and
women; those3 whose beliefs are in line with merely
the most conservative dimensions of ancient religions.
The Baha’is beliefs are more
in line with Jewish and Chris-
tian exterimists and Muslim
fundamentalists and Salaf-
is rather than with Jewish,
Christians, Muslims and Shia
reformists.”®

Mr. MacEion didn’t conclude
it overnight or in a short peri-
od of time to withdraw from
Baha’ism and basically in
the beginning of the matter
his aim of posing criticisms
wasn’t to leave Baha’ism,
but his mere measure was to
make his research and sci-
entific spirit awake. Along-
side with his mastering over
Persian and Arabic languag-
es it caused him to confront
with contradictions and many objections in theoretical
foundations of Baha’ism, but he critically reviewed the
Baha’is performance and people in charge of this organ-
ization, too.

As a matter of fact; with the passage of time, the expan-
sion of his research and increasing of his awareness of
the Baha’ism aspects, he tried to correct the existent sit-
uation by useful criticisms. Finally, he returned against
the cult due to the Baha’is actions and performance and
theological and historical positions. The following are
the issues criticized professionally by this master of uni-
versity:

* “Criticizing the distortion of the Babi and Baha’i histo-
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ry and hiding the historical facts, dishonesty in narrating
events and their undocumentedness.

* Criticizing the lack of women’s presence in the Ba-
ha’ism leadership organization.

* Opposing non-democratic elections of Baha’is and
paying attention to appointing organization instead of
electoral one.

* Criticizing the unconditional submission of Baha’;is to
the decisions of the universal house of justice and the
Baha’i organization

* Opposing the widespread censorship of Baha’i texts
and omitting some facts out of the books and works.
* Criticizing the violent treatment of the Babi and Baha’i

leaders with others.

* Expressing basic contrasts
between Babi and Baha’i
creeds and the contradictions
existing between them.

* Criticizing the indifference
of Baha’ism towards the real
problems of world people
and making them amused
with tatistics and figures and
that the Baha’is are living in
some countries and lands and
translating the Baha’i works
into several languages in-
stead of paying attention to
important universal issues
and offering Strategies to
solve them.®

These are some cases men-
tioned by MacFEion in the
form of letter, article and etc.
offered to the Baha’is, but the Baha’ism organization
wasn’t able to answer them, but people such as “Juan
Cole” who once tried to defend Baha’ism against these
difficulties turned against Baha’ism after a while.
Baha’is helplessness in confronting and responding ap-
propriately to a person like Dennis MacEion and their
coersive behaviors indicate that contrary to this cult’s
claim for the importance and believing in the principle
of “the necessity for harmony between science and reli-
gion” (one of the twelve principles of Baha’ism in which
Baha’ism is believing and bond), it cannot stand the
slightest scientific view and the scientific figures can’t
tolerate the atmosphere dominating this organization.



Boycotting the scientific
researchers in Baha’ism

Focusing on the book “Branches and leadership claims in Babism”
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Denis MacEion is the researcher who turned against this
organization after 15 years of being the member of the
Baha’i community.

He was born on Jan. 26, 1949 A.D. in Belfast, North-
ern Ireland. After learning English literature from Eng-
lish Poet called Michel Langley, he became interested
in theater and literature. During these years, he became
familiar with Baha’ism, too. He went to Dublin to learn
English language and literature. After that he has learned
Arabic language, the holy Quran and Persian language
in Edinburgh university in Scotland. Then, he travelled
to Jordan, Turkey and Iran. After studying at Shiraz uni-
versity, he received his Ph.D. from “king’s College Cam-
bridge with a thesis on Sheikism and Babism in Shia Iran
during 19th century.
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Dr. Eion who was a Baha’i taught English, the Islamic
civilization and translating English to Arabic in Muham-
mad V” university in Morocco for two years ( 1979-1980
A.D.). After that (1981 A.D.) he became busy teaching
Arabic in Newcastle university when the Saudi Arabia
investors dismissed him due to teaching Shia and Suffi
issues.

During the time when he was a member of Baha’ism
tried hard to explain this cult’s aims and nature scientifi-
cally and academically and such scientific and research
focus caused his departure from Baha’ism to be paid
more attention. After 15 years of continuous serving Ba-
ha’ism from being present at organizational conferences
to teaching in Baha’i summer schools he was boycotted
and dismissed from Baha’ism.



NS pguai sinyiS

(AR S i 9 LSy  mawasei o18dulad 9 piusladd
a A e B ] o Wiy e ooy

A9kl — Ve Vol pa




ROSHANA

Boycotting the scientific researchers

in Baha’ism
Focusing on the book “Branches and leadership claims in Babism”






